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2013 PRE-FORUM WORKSHOPS: 

Wednesday 
2 October 

Workshop 1 – Comp Lab Workshop 2 – Comp Lab Workshop 3 – Non-Comp Lab 

9.30am-
12.30 pm 

Create your own eportfolio (using 
Mahara) – Allison Miller 
FOR BEGINNERS 
 
The workshop is for people who have very 
new to using eportfolios and want to find 
out what they are, why people are using 
them and how to create their own. 
 
Using the Mahara eportfolio system, 
participants will create their own eportfolio 
which they can continue to use, update or 
export following the workshop. 
 
Participants are encouraged to bring a USB 
drive with a photo of themselves, their 
current resume/CV, and any files which 
demonstrate what some of their current 
skills are. 

Scaffolding for learning – Susan Main 

BOOKED OUT 

FOR EXPERIENCED 

Documentation of achievement is an important 
outcome, and it is well known that the quality 
of the learning process determines that 
outcome (e.g. Yancey, 2011). Although the 
software is important, the value added 
provided by teaching staff, learning designers 
and students is essential in demonstrating 
effectiveness and learner satisfaction. The 
perceived applicability and timeliness of the 
scaffolding is paramount. In this workshop, we 
describe our approach to ensuring that the 
technical support, online help, and software 
documentation is matched with building a 
structured program that is readily understood 
and is meaningful to the learner. We provide 
examples throughout the university learning 
journey spanning the first year experience 
through to the end of course experience, which 

Reflective practice workshop for eportfolio 
creation – Jennifer Rowley & Wendy Brooks 
 
FOR BEGINNERS 
This workshop will focus on the use of reflective 
practice to assist teachers in helping their 
students become reflective learners. In the 
workshop we will discuss how to connect the 
theory or new knowledge they teach to students 
to the practical application of that theory or new 
piece of knowledge for enhancement of 
students' learning. The focus will be Donald 
Schon's  "Reflective Practitioner" and we will be 
hands on in the application of Schon’s work on 
reflective practice. Workshop participants will be 
encouraged to create a web folio, journal and /or 
blog to demonstrate their understanding of 
reflective practice. Initially you will be required 
to write a reflective journal in an eportfolio 
platform (your choice), which we hope 
participants use to create the blog or web folio. 
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will include understanding and documentation 
of course learning outcomes related to 
professional competencies, work-integrated 
learning and employability. 
Participants will be provided with a scenario: 
unit outcomes, course outcomes and 
professional competencies. As a whole group, 
they will map unit outcomes. They will then be 
broken into groups and be tasked with 
designing an activity that is appropriate to the 
year of study and the unit/course outcomes. As 
a whole group, we will put the activities 
together and gain a better understanding of the 
scaffolding design. Participants will leave with a 
series of scaffolded tasks that can be tweaked 
to be used across a course in their institutions. 
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2013 PRE-FORUM WORKSHOPS: 

Wednesday 
2 October 

Workshop 1 – Comp Lab Workshop 2 – Comp Lab Workshop 3 – Non-Comp Lab 

1.30 pm-
4.30 pm 

Hidden treasures in Mahara – Kristina 
Hoeppner  
FOR EXPERIENCED 
 
Are you responsible for the Mahara 
installation at your institution? Do you 
want to get more out of it but don't know 
whether it can do the specific thing you'd 
wish it to do? Do you support your staff 
and learners but would like to learn some 
tricks and tips?  
 
This workshop is for Mahara administrators 
and those who give support for Mahara at 
their institutions. It will focus on features 
of Mahara that are turned off by default, 
but that can have great impact on the use 
of that open source ePortfolio system and 
allow for greater possibilities when 
creating ePortfolios but also when 
administering users and the site. 
 
Come by and not only learn from the 

Introducing online workbooks 
– open, distributable, personalisable, take-away 
courses – Alison Poot 
FOR BEGINNERS & EXPERIENCED 
 
The PebblePad workbook, an example of a Task, or activity-
based, portfolio, is revolutionising teaching and learning. The 
ability to create and collate custom templates, combine 
context and activity, add to and edit even after the student 
has begun working, watch the work progress, and enable 
students to maintain ownership over the whole product is set 
to change how courses are delivered. The workbook provides 
an interface for the teacher to guide and scaffold student 
generated learning taking place within the student’s own 
personal learning space.  
 
This workshop will be conducted using a PebblePad workbook 
to facilitate the learning experience and demonstrate the 
features of the tool. Participants will have the opportunity to 
both work in and build a workbook and consider what 
workbooks might have to offer in their own contexts. 

The aim of this workshop is for participants to 
expand their understanding of e-portfolios and 
develop a prototype through a process known as 
design thinking. 
 
This workshop is modeled on design thinking - it is 
an action-oriented process ensuring that 
participants are highly involved in building and 
pitching an idea or prototype, and then using 
feedback from a panel to improve it. The benefits of 
this process are the thinking and interaction 
between participants and the workshop presenter, 
as well as the different experiences and feedback 
given from the expert panel. At the end of the 
workshop participants will take away a developed 
concept for an e-portfolio in their context, and also 
new connections within the e-portfolio community. 
Ideas and prototypes will be developed on paper, 
but feel free to BYOD. 
 
This workshop would suit people who wish to design 
e-portfolio use for a range of purposes such as: 
assessment, showcasing achievement, professional 
development, etc. 
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facilitator but also from the workshop 
participants because we all have tips and 
tricks to share. 

 


