
Priscilla Morton
Interrogating assessment tasks and adapting for successful implementation in 
ePortfolios.

 “It is widely recognised that assessment drives successful 
ePortfolio implementation but how the assessment is embedded into an ePortfolio and then deliv-
ered to the students is also a critical area of reflection. 
 Students need to see a return on their participation in order to engage with 
new learning technologies so therefore it is essential that students use 
ePortfolios for assessment submission and feedback. Traditional assessment 
design does not usually incorporate a technological element and clever 
ePortfolio assessment design should not emphasise technology over pedagogy 
however, when assessment pieces are adapted for ePortfolio use it is possible 
to achieve a clever synergy of technology and pedagogy. 
 Use of technology can be balanced with the pedagogical aims of the assessment piece with 
a creative approach that allows for innovative practice. This professional conversation will focus on 
case-study examples to ask participants to engage with creative ways to deliver two different 
assessment tasks.”

Dr Jennifer Rowley 
How do we engage students with ePortfolio as a Personal Learning Space (PLS) 
beyond a tertiary internship?
 “Students who create an ePortfolio whilst engaged in an internship at tertiary level have the 
opportunity to continue learning and to contribute to their portfolio once they have finished studying. 
The discussion will ask participants to exchange examples and to generate some common under-
standings of PLS and how PebblePad as a PLS can benefit students’ learning post tertiary study. 
The aim is to share experiences about students’ use of PebblePad as a PLS or ePortfolio after for-
mal tertiary education.  
The sharing of strategies using PebblePad as a PLS in both formal and informal teaching and learn-
ing situations - e.g. the internship program - will be the focus of the discussion. 
Questions that can be discussed are: 
1. Describe your experience with students using an ePortfolio post study.         
2. Can you give some examples of your implementation with ePortfolio to encourage students’ use 
of the PLS? 
3.        Can you describe how you might have used PLS in formal/informal teaching situations? 
4.        Describe any research you have you done on students’ use of the ePortfolio and/or PLS after 
formal study.”
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Dr Janet Strivens
Learning design and ‘eportfolio practices’

 This conversation is about how the discourse of ‘learning design’ aligns with (or not) the dis-
course of ‘eportfolio practice’. It questions whether there is a distinctive ‘practice’ associated with the 
use of ‘eportfolio technologies’. If we take as a different starting point  ‘technology-enhanced learn-
ing design’  does it make sense to regard eportfolios as a distinct technology or is it better to think in 
terms of a set of functionalities which support different pedagogical practices?
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Pascale Hyboud-Peron
ePortfolio, a vehicle for social learning

 “eportfolio, a vehicle for social learning - 
 Sharing is one of the most powerful ways to learn. Conversations, questions, comments, 
feedback, 
and evaluation allow us to make sense of the information we access and to connect and process 
it to create new knowledge. A combination of formal, informal, and social learning is key to a rich, 
deep, collaborative learning experience. 
 ePortfolios provide a personal venue where users create and reflect. They allow ongoing and 
timely interaction with teachers, lecturers, and assessors, but also peers, mentors and friends.  
 This professional conversation aims to be an opportunity for participants to start discussing: 
 - the potential and/or the proven benefits of the social sharing components of their eportfolio 
platform of choice 
 - the elements of practice that are conducive to developing a sharing culture and environment 
 - the key competences acquired through eportfolio development that students will transfer 
and use lifelong.”

Dr Nayana Parange & Alison Deslandes
Trials, tribulations and triumph: An eportfolio journey from a learners perspec-
tive: University of South Australia Postgraduate Medical Sonography program.

 “Eportfolios via the Mahara MOODLE platform were introduced across the postgraduate 
medical sonography programs in the University of South Australia. 
 This professional discussion will revolve  around the use of eportfolios from a learner’s per-
spective. 
 Eportfolio blogs were embedded into a structured, semi-prescriptive framework within the 
curriculum of fetal echocardiography as a formative assessment. In the Fetal Echocardiography 
Course, students learn to diagnose complex congenital heart disease in the fetus. 
 The session will be co-facilitated by the educator who has introduced the eportfolio task, as 
well as the Masters student who has currently completed the eportfolio task in the course. 
  Discussion will revolve around the following points: 
 1. Potential for evidence based learning with the use of eportfolio at a tertiary level, in-
cluding its role in Continuing Professional Development. 
 2. Student perspectives in relation to challenges that students face while embarking on 
an eportfolio. 
 This session will hopefully provoke some discussion on how educators can provide further 
learning support while introducing eportfolios to their students, to achieve quality educational out-
comes.”
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