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Wednesday 28th September 2016 

Short (peer reviewed) paper presentations 

Room 2164 – Stream 1  

11.35am     Presentation 1A     Room 2164            

Ready? Action! Building a portfolio of evidence in teacher education  

Jennifer Masters, University of Tasmania 

The ‘Action Now: Classroom Ready Teachers Report’ was released in February, 2015 by the Teacher 

Education Minister’s Advisory Group (TEMAG) and it outlines some clear expectations for teacher education and 

accreditation in the years to come. This presentation focuses on the recommendations in the TEMAG report for 

students to have a ‘portfolio of evidence’ to meet many of the key goals. It reflects on how this requirement might 

be enacted in a teacher education program and how an ePortfolio approach is being used in Education at the 

University of Tasmania in address to meet the recommendations outlined in the report. 

 
 12:00 Noon            Presentation 1B           Room 2164 

ePortfolio improves 'scientist-based' integrative professional and career development learning in a 

3rd year undergraduate cancer sciences course  

Jia-Lin Yang, University of NSW 

A/Professor Jia-Lin Yang has made a distinctive contribution by creating and delivering a ‘scientist-based’, 

integrative professional, career and ePortfolio learning (IPCEL) curriculum for senior undergraduate cancer science 

(PATH3208) students. His interactive ePortfolio approach encourages students to think and act like a scientist and 

to develop the understanding and professional skills for a career in science, providing students with the confidence 

and capabilities needed ‘to be’ a scientist and leading to careers in science. He used self-efficacy assessment to 

evaluate and foster student authentic learning. The application of the interactive eportfolio has synergised student 

'scientist-based' integrative professional and career development learning. The consequence of the IPCEL approach 

on students by the end of the course is a high proportion of them get into postgraduate research studies, of whom 

over half are female, because the students have been motivated as evident by high academic performance, high 

satisfaction and high self-efficacy. 
 

 

12:25pm      Presentation 1C      Room 2164            

A portfolio approach to clinical competency assessment in oral health/dentistry  

Terry Young, La Trobe University 

This case study presentation will describe an innovative portfolio methodology to assess Dentistry and 

Oral Health students against the standards for professional registration. Students develop reflective practice 

through weekly journaling. Whilst in teaching clinic, a 360 feedback framework is utilized with input from student 

peers, patients, clinical educators and teaching facilitators. An extensive set of rigorous professional 

competencies are tracked and recorded for each student. Real-time assessment data is collected for comparison, 

evaluation and individual feedback. Clinical Educators and teaching staff can efficiently track individual progress 

with a rich history of student progression. Students are highly engaged with evidence of their learning in one 

repository. Assessment is supported with the inclusion of rich digital media radiographs and patient 

communication videos. The program has been highly successful and will be embedded into the broader 

curriculum. 
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Wednesday 28th September 2016 

Short (peer reviewed) paper presentations 

Room 2165 – Stream 2  

11.35am      Presentation 2A      Room 2165            

Contemporary practice, the challenge to evidence them  

John McInerney, Monash University 

With the inception of the Medical Radiation Practice Board of Australia (MRPBA) in 2012, and the 

publication of the MRPBA professional capabilities framework it became imperative that a more integrated 

system of monitoring and evidencing student capabilities be established.  

The problem arose in ensuring the regulator that students could understand and evidence contemporary 

professional requirements. With the advent of our ePortfolio students can more confidently understand what it 

means to be registered. Students record their ongoing professional development and collate evidence in 

preparation for graduation and registration in the form of a rich ePortfolio using multimedia such as images and 

blogs.  

              Further to this, in year four they will use their ePortfolio to answer the question “Why should I be 

registered?”. This presentation will aim to showcase students work as well as the support mechanisms provided 

to assist students develop their ePortfolios. 
 

 12.00 Noon     Presentation 2B      Room 2165            

ePortfolios through the looking glass: Projecting our learning into the future 

Christine Slade, University of Queensland  & Gill Hallam, QUT 

In offering our reflections and brief observations in this opinion paper, the authors whose combined 

knowledge and experience spans ten years of ePortfolio research and practice in Australis, hope to stimulate a 

wider collective conversation about how we all might project our past and present learnings into the future. In a 

changing higher education sector, the NMC Horizon Report Higher Education Report 2016 predicts an increase in 

blended learning, bring-your-own device (BYOD) and a shift towards deeper learning that connects formal and 

informal learning for workplace preparation. The challenge for ePortfolio advocates is demonstrating ways 

ePortfolios can respond effectively to new trends. This paper reflects on the two national AeP research projects, 

provides observations about current ePortfolio practice and opens discussion about future options, such as 

improving industry acceptance, advancing the maturity of ePortfolio pedagogy, collaborative collection of empirical 

evidence of practice and exploring new avenues of ePortfolio use. 

 

12.25pm           Room 2165          Presentation 2C  

Multiple layers of innovation powered by reflection and reflective practice through the use of an 

eportfolio approach to course design in higher education 

Judy O’Connell, Charles Sturt University 

This case study presentation will describe an innovative portfolio methodology to assess Dentistry and 

Oral Health students against the standards for professional registration. Students develop reflective practice 

through weekly journaling. Whilst in teaching clinic, a 360 feedback framework is utilized with input from student 

peers, patients, clinical educators and teaching facilitators. An extensive set of rigorous professional competencies 

are tracked and recorded for each student. Real-time assessment data is collected for comparison, evaluation and 

individual feedback. Clinical Educators and teaching staff can efficiently track individual progress with a rich history 

of student progression. Students are highly engaged with evidence of their learning in one repository. Assessment 

is supported with the inclusion of rich digital media radiographs and patient communication videos. The program 

has been highly successful and will be embedded into the broader curriculum. 
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Wednesday 28th September 2016 

Short (peer reviewed) paper presentations 

Room 2166 – Stream 3 

11.35am     Presentation 3A     Room 2166           

Digging deeper, after ePortfolio professional development: exploring current values and purposes of 

academic teachers and curriculum designers.  

Jennifer Munday, Charles Sturt University & Associate Professor Jennifer Rowley, Sydney University 

ePortfolios are increasingly used in Universities to help develop self-reflective practitioners, and 

academic teachers and students need to learn the skills and processes to implement them. During 2015 a series of 

webinars were presented by a cross-University team to provide professional development for academic teachers 

and curriculum designers interested in initiating or extending ePortfolio learning in their Institutions. At the 

conclusion of the series a survey was conducted at one of the participating universities to gauge the depth of 

understanding and use of ePortfolios in degree programs. The survey aimed to clarify participants’ value for the 

purposes of ePortfolios in Australian universities, and to perceive future directions for developing knowledge and 

learning. The survey questions allowed participants to anonymously provide information, and several participants 

agreed to be interviewed. The survey and interview data are currently being analysed and the findings will be 

presented at the Forum. 

12.25pm          Presentation 3C          Room 2166 

Evaluating the use of a career ePortfolio in the development of business students’ professional identities   

Ruth Sibson & Dean Roepen Edith Cowan University 

The relationship between ePortfolios and the development of professional identities is of growing 

interest in Higher Education. However, there is currently a limited amount of literature focused on the discipline 

area of business. The purpose of this paper is to explore first year, undergraduate business students’ experiences 

and perceptions of the role and relevance of using ePortfolios in the development of their professional identity. It 

draws on the findings of an online survey to examine student views of the relevance of a career ePortfolio 

assessment item to develop, reflect upon and showcase the employability skills core to their unit (e.g. 

communicating effectively, analysing data and using technology and self- awareness), and its role in the 

development of their professional identity. It also explores students’ experiences of creating an ePortfolio, 

focussing on the ease of use and appropriateness of both the Pebble Pad platform and customised teaching and 

learning resources. 

 

11.35am     Presentation 3A     Room 2166           

Student views on the perceived usefulness and relevance of ePortfolios in the creative arts   

Diana Blom, Western Sydney University & Matt Hitchcock, Griffith University 

This presentation discusses the views of students in the creative arts in relation to their perceived 

usefulness of ePortfolios in their education and post-graduation. Findings from a review of literature and two 

undergraduate university Music-student cohorts, in relation to their perceptions of usefulness and relevance of 

ePortfolios and how this impacts student engagement with ePortfolios as a learning, assessment and career 

preparation tool, noted: students who are positive about their current use of ePortfolios and positive about 

future applicability; those negative about current use (including stressful, difficult) but positive about future 

applicability; and students negative about current use and negative about future use. Variances in student and 

teacher observations on using proprietary, open source and cloud-based technologies were also noted.  
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Wednesday 28th September 2016 

Short (peer reviewed) paper presentations 

Room 2166 – Stream 3  

Wednesday 28th September 2016 

Short (peer reviewed) paper presentations 

Room 2174 – Stream 4 

11.35am           Presentation 4A          Room 2174 

Portfolios for success: Guiding students’ ability to understand and articulate their skills and achievements 

Heather Pate, Edith Cowan University 

In 2016, Edith Cowan University introduced a course-long employability pilot for first year students in 

eight courses from the eight Schools around the university. The aim of the pilot is to improve employability among 

Edith Cowan University students by explicitly teaching Course Learning Outcomes throughout the course and giving 

students regular opportunities to recognise their learning through integrative learning tasks. To support this 

process, a PebblePad workbook, gradCAP, has been created to guide students from first year through to their final 

year. Using a blended learning approach, students are given opportunities to articulate experiences related to their 

course learning outcomes and to identify what skills they have drawn upon through these experiences. Stories and 

evidence are collated throughout the course and used to build a showcase portfolio in their final year that can be 

shared with potential employers. 

12.00 Noon           Presentation 4B          Room 2174 

Developing professional identity through self-reflection using an ePortfolio app.   

Ruth Sibson & Linda Riebe,  Edith Cowan University 

The ePortfolio is increasingly being utilised in Higher Education as a tool for learning, reflection and the 

development of one's self and career, as well as a means to develop and showcase an individual's overall 

professional identity to employers. However, their use within business undergraduate education is relatively new. 

This paper draws on both educator reflections and the findings of an online survey of students studying a core, 

second year business unit to examine the relevance of written, structured and oral, video reflection ePortfolio 

tasks which focus on the evaluation of personal practices, strengths and weaknesses (in the behaviours of either 

emotional intelligence or stress management), and its role in the development and showcase of professional 

identity. It also explores educator and student views of the appropriateness and use of an ePortfolio, and more 

specifically that of the Pebble Pad platform and its new Pebble Pocket app. 

12.25pm     Presentation 4C      Room 2174  

Investigating student’s use of portable computing devices in a performance unit  
Eleanor A McPhee, University of Wollongong 

This paper presents the findings of a study delving into the use of tablets, smart phones and laptops in 

creating ePortfolios for a 2nd year Bachelor of Music performance unit. This project investigates the devices used 

to video student rehearsals or performances, the ways that the devices were used, and the reasons that students 

selected their device of choice. Of the devices used, the iPad was chosen by a majority of students, 29 of 40 

participants, because it was easy to use although some students found its storage limiting. Students also used 

their laptops, often to sync data from iPad to laptop which made the use of apps that worked across multiple 

platforms essential. iPhones, android phones and iPods were also used. The ways the students used these devices 

was much broader than anticipated and fell into four categories: Note taking, social media, research and music 

creation. Results indicated that, rather than recording their performance at the end of semester, the devices were 

a pivotal part of the rehearsal process from the beginning and influenced the ways in which students created a 

performance. 

 


